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Almost 3,000 Cal Poly .students went through
commencement ceremonies on Saturday at
M ustang Stadium where the bleachers were
packed with cheering families and friends of the
graduates.
The first ceremony began at 9:30 a.m. and rec
ognized the colleges of Agriculture, Architecture
and Environmental Design and Liberal Arts.
The afternoon ceremony began at 1:30 p.m. and
recognized the colleges of Business, Engineering,
Science and Math, Teacher
QI.ICK FACTS
Education and the Nursing
• \ I mmiI H.(MM> HillProgram.
(li-ntx gruiliiulril
The first half of both cere (luring two «-«'ri*monies consisted of several moiiioH on
speakers, including President .Satiirduy ut
Baker, who addressed the gradu Miistan): Stailiiini
ating seniors and congratulated • KormiT VI hillllo iisf ('hit*!' of
them on their success.
S
“Cal Poly is a better place taff lyfon
because you spent time here,” P anolla )(avr thi*
roiiiiii«'ni’«Mii*-iil
Baker said. “Come back and see N|o‘t‘rh
us. We’ll leave the porch light
on. n
During the second half of the ceremonies, the
different colleges went to separate locations.
There, each student’s name was called and the
graduates were presented with a Certificate of
Participation.
For example, the College of Business stayed at
the stadium, while the College of Science and
Math moved to the Rec Center for each student to
be personally recognized.
Central Coast U.S. representative Leon
Panetta was the featured speaker at both the
morning and afternoon commencements. He gave
a light-hearted speech for 15 minutes, telling stu
dents to give back to the community what they
have received from Cal Poly.
“You’re here today because you had the disci
pline to be here,” he said. “You shape your own
future. Use the tools you have received to help oth
ers.”
Panetta said life is about loving, touching and
caring for others. He warned the graduates to
never become isolated from other people and said
true leadership is about serving others.
Panetta knows what it means to serve. He is a
former White Hou.se Chief of Staff and served in
the Clinton administration for four years, begin
ning in January 1993.
Prior to the Clinton administration, Panetta
represented what is now the 17th Congre.s.sional
Di.strict from 1977 to 1993. He also .served on the
Budget Committee for 10 years and was its chair
man for five.
Panetta briefly served in the Nixon adminis
tration as director of the U.S. Office for Civil
Rights. He was responsible for enforcement of
Sec G R A D U A T IO N p a g e 6
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Photos by M ic h a e l Troxell
(A b o ve) C a l Poly g rad u ates packed M u stan g Stadium for the aftern oon com m ence
m ent. (Left) Form er W h ite House C h ief o f Staff Leon Panetta en c o u rag ed students to
g ive back to the com m unity.

Graduates honored during
commencement ceremonies
By Kristen Hall
Summer Staff Writer

Three students, out of the thou
sands who went through commence
ment on Saturday, received special
honors for outstanding achievements
in their graduate work.
Biological sciences graduate Tbbe
Cox received the O utstanding
Graduate Student Award, while two
other
students
shared
the
Outstanding Thesis Award.

Cox, 33, turned in her final paper
on Friday after beginning her Cal Poly
education six years ago. She graduat
ed on Saturday with a m aster’s degree
in biological sciences and a 3.9 GPA.
“I was excited and honored when I
found out I won the award,” she said.
“I owe a lot to my advisor and Dr.
Frey. They made an atmosphere that
was inspiring and supportive.”
The criteria used to evaluate stuSee A W A R D S p a g e 6

Ceremony celebrates Chicano grads
By Maria T. Garda
Special to Summer Mustang

rfe'

Once upon a time on a hot day in a
San Joaquin Valley agriculture field, a
little boy made a promise to his moth
er. He would one day earn a college
degree.
That promise came true when elec
trical engineering graduate Gerardo
Sanchez presented his mother with
his college diploma during the 19th

Annual Chicano Commencement cer
emony held at Chumash Auditorium
Friday afternoon.
Sanchez was one of 33 graduating
seniors from Latino backgrounds who
celebrated their commencement with
family and friends to the tune of mari
achi music performed by Mariachi
Alma de Jalisco.
Cal Poly’s Ballet Folklórico Imagen
See C H IC A N O p a g e 7

2 THURSDAY, JUNE 19, 1997

Mimn

MUSTANG DAIÜ

Southern Baptists try to trap Mickey

FOR
June 19-25, 1 9 9 7

Thursday
The Painted iD plays live for one night only at SLO Brewing Co.,
1119 Garden St., June 19th 9:30 p.m. CD’s and T-shirts
available at the show.
For more information, email strawdog77@aol.com.

F r id a y
Don Klopfer Dimensions art exhibits his recent oil and acrylic
paintings and wood and bronze sculptures including some self por
traits produced over the last 60 years. The exhibit will last June 20July 20 at the C.G. Galerie. Galerie hours are Tiiesday and
Wednesday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thursday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Friday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday 2 to 6 p.m.
For more information call 756-1182.

Saturday
Surfrider Foundation Beach Cleanup is a fun way to meet people
and enjoy a nice walk on the beach. It usually lasts about an hour and
a half and friends and children are welcome. Gloves and bags are pro
vided. Free 1997 tide book. Meet on beach side of Good Clean Fun
near the pier at 10:30 a.m. at Cayucos.
For more information call 995-1594.
Sixth annual Cambria Fest June 21-22 hosted by the Arthritis
Foundation. There will be wine-tasting, a BBQ lunch, two bands and
an auction hosted by Archie MtLaren. Tickets arc $30 per person.
T he event runs nmm to 4 p.m. Free entry at
Cambria Pines Lodge.
Call 541-1721 or 1-800-549-3153 for more information.
The Road to Unlimited Devotion Tour 1997 comes to Biddle Park
on tour from Eugene, Ore. down the Pacific Coast Highway on the
way to Los Angeles for psychedelic circus madness. Bands including
The Mother Hips, Jerry’s Kids and the Rainforest Band will play.
Camping at Lopez Lake. Tickets for the June 21 and 22 event
available at Boo B(m> Records $18.50/day.
Contact Backburner Productions for more information
at 544-6317.
Central Coast Roadrunners return home to Mustang Stadium after a
long road trip. They will be playing the Everett Bigfoot at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased at the stadium box office on the day of
the game.

Sunday
Sixth Annual Cambria Fest hosted by the Arthritis Foundation pre
sents a micro-brewery tasting with Jill Knight and The Folk Blues.
Lcxal serv ice clubs will provide a variety of food selections.
Tickets are $25 per person for the noon to 4 p.m. event.
Call 541-1721 or 1-800-549-3153 for more information.

Tuesday
United Way of San Luis Obispo hosts a reception 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
at the Forum on .Marsh Street. The event will honor individuals and
businesses who lead the United Way campaign by contributing over
$500 in time, money and services to support United Way and its
partner agencies working to address critical human
challenges in our county.
For more information call 541-1234.

By John Horn
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Want to
watch ESPN’s Sunday night base
ball game? That’s off limits, if
you’re a Southern Baptist.
Take the kids to a matinee of
“Hercules”? Scratch those plans.
Catch a rerun of “Home
Improvement” or pop in a “Bambi”
video? Try again.
The
Southern
B aptist
Convention’s vote Wednesday to
boycott the Walt Disney Co. — to
protest its “gay-friendly” policies
— means the faithful of the
nation’s
largest
P rotestant
denomination m ust somehow
avoid the world’s most pervasive
entertainm ent giant.
The non-binding resolution
asks the church’s 15 million mem
bers to strike back at Disney’s
“anti-Christian and anti-family”
direction and “any company that
promotes immoral ideologies and
practices.”
Disney’s ubiquitous empire
embraces them e parks, the
Anaheim Angels baseball and
Mighty Ducks hockey teams and
the television networks ABC,
ESPN, A&E and Lifetime. But
Disney also happens to be
Hollywood’s leading supplier of
family fare, so instead of taking
the kids to see “Most Valuable
Pooch” or “George of the Jungle”
this summer, Southern Baptist
parents now face such non-Disney
alternatives as “Hoodlum,” “Kull
the Conqueror” and “Dark City.”
Anyone boycotting Disney
couldn’t read the upcoming par
enting book from Hyperion Press,
“School is Not a Four-Letter
Word: How to Help Your Child
Make the Grade”; the Disneyowned science magazine Discover;
or the medical journal Skin and
Allergy News — formerly owned
by Capital Cities/ABC.
Disney’s entertainm ent entan
glements run so deep th at black
balling the company means
Southern B aptists essentially
must avoid popular culture —
properties as diverse as “Bill Nye
the Science Guy,” F'amily Fun
magazine, Disney Cruise Line,
Broadway’s New Amsterdam the
ater and “Live! With Regis and
Kathie Lee.”
On the convention floor
Wednesday, delegates scanned
“The Disney Company Family
Tree,” a three-page list of Disney
afiiliations circulated by the
church; many conceded it would
be almost impossible to steer clear
of Disney.

I M O 'W

“If we approve this resolution,
you have a moral obligation to go
home, cancel your ESPN cover
age, get rid of the A&E Channel,
stop watching Lifetime television
and never turn your TV to ABC,
including
‘Good
Morning
America,’” said the Rev. Rick
Markham, pastor of Mount Zion
Baptist Church in Snellville, Ga.
Markham objected to the resolu
tion.
Monte Shinkle, pastor of
Concord B aptist Church in
Jefferson City, Mo., has four chil
dren aged 11 to 21. “One of our
concerns is how large Disney is,”
Shinkle said. “Are we always
going to avoid the ABC evening
news? Probably not.”
A confessed Kentucky Wildcat
fan, Shinkle said turning off
ESPN would be difficult. “College
basketball is something we really
enjoy,” he said. “It’s going to be
hard, it really will be.”
Carmen Arevalo, whose hus
band is pastor of a Southern
B aptist congregation in Van
Nuys, Calif., said she opposes boy
cotts in general. “I decide whether
I’m going to support something,
not because someone tells me,”
Arevalo said.
“For example, certain TV
shows th at aren’t in accordance
with the teachings of Christ, I just
don’t watch. ‘Ellen’ I don’t watch.
I ju st turn off the TV. ... Our pri
ority as believers in Christ should
be evangelism, not boycotts.”
Analysts expect the boycott to
have little impact on Disney’s
earnings. Earlier boycotts of the
company by the American Family
Association, the Assemblies of
God and the National Association
of Free Will B aptists had no

appreciable effect.
“Disney blankets our culture
and it’s impossible to avoid,” sak
Jill Krutick, a Sm ith Barnoj
en tertain m en t analyst. Othei
groups have targeted Disney aqc
yet “Disney had a record-settiiif
year,” she added. “And becaust
(the boycott) is not mandatory, i‘
won’t have much force.”
At Toys R Us, whose stores art
devoting significant floor space t(
goods tied to “Hercules” ir
advance of the animated musical’i
opening June 27, chief executivt
Michael Goldstein declined to pre
diet whether the boycott migh
dent sales. “We’ll know in j
week,” he said.
The Southern Baptists’ objec
tions include Disney’s policy o
offering benefits to same-sex cou
pies, although virtually even
major Hollywood company ofi'eri
such a non-discriminatory policy
The Baptists also objected to tin
announcem ent
by
Ellei
Degeneres th at she — along witi
her ABC sitcom character — is j
lesbian.
The denomination was partic
ularly distressed by severa
movies released by Disney sub
sidiary Miramax Films, includitij
the ultra-violent “Pulp Fiction
and “Priest,” about a homosexua
cleric.
The irony is that a group advo
eating for what it defines as “fam
ily values” is shunning the lead
ing supplier of wholesome ent(>r
tainment.
Disney’s theme parks welconn
gay groups but also play host to i
special annual event, callix
“Night of Joy,” dedicated U
Christian music.

Simpson’s Heisman Trophy
turns up — minus nameplate
Associated Press

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif.—
O.J. Simpson’s Heisman trophy
finally turned up — minus a
nameplate — and was delivered
to the courthouse Wednesday.
The families of Nicole Brown
Simpson and Ronald Goldman
had been demanding the trophy to
help satisfy the $33.5 million
judgment against Simpson for the
slaying of his ex-wife and her
friend.
Simpson has claimed he didn’t
know where it was.
The trophy, missing the plate

identifying it as Simpson’s, wa:
delivered by someone from tlv
office of Ira Friedman, sherifTi
Deputy
Bob
Killeen
said
Friedman is the lawyer for Mb
Simpson’s father, Lou Brown
executor of her estate.
Killeen did not know how th«
transfer came about. Friedmm
did not immediately return a tele
phone message.
The trophy was awarded ii
1968 for Simpson’s exploits as j
University of Southern Californis
running back. A Simpson attorn^;
said recently th at it had been vid
ued at $400,000.
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Qood Food! Friends! Fun!
7, 14 or 19 meals per week in our creekside cafeteria!
❖

Share a suite with 6 to 9 students in a private or shared room!
Sum m er M ustang A g e n d a Items: c /o Shoshana Hebshi
E*m ail address: shebshi@polymail.calpoly.edu
Graphic Arts, 226 Cal Poly
San Luis Obispo, C A 93407
A dvertising: 756-1143
Editorial: 756-1796
Fax: 756-6784
Summer Mustang hits the racks on Thursdays, so agenda items
must be in the Monday before publication. Due to excessive
demand, not all items submitted to Agenda will be printed. To
guarantee publication, an advertisement must be purchased.

Social activities, heated pool, weight room, billiards,
ping pong, basketball court...
and M O R E !

Tours Monday thru Saturday 9am
& Sunday 10am - 4pm

-

5pm

^ <Stenner Q len^
1050 Foothill Blvd. • San Luis Obispo • CA • 93405 • 805-544-4540 • www.stennerglen.coi
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Student consumers help local businesses
By Jeffrey Jen
Special to Summer Mustang

Businesses in San Luis Obispo
attract the typical crowds that all
small towns have — families,
senior citizens, children, twentysomethings.
However, local businesses
have an additional crowd that
they can attract: a 17,000-mem
ber college student body. And in a
town of approximately 40,000,
th at is a significant sburce of
potential customers.
Jennifer Best, the director of
communications for San Luis
Obispo’s Chamber of Commerce,
said th at students and Cal Poly
give a significant boost to the city
economy. From the creation of
jobs to the need for housing, as
well as buying clothes and food
and seeking entertainment, stu
dents affect the SIX) economy on
a large scale.
Best said that Cal Poly is the
second-largest employer in San
Luis Obispo County, right after
the county government itself,
with 2,173 employees. The Cal
Poly Foundation has 229 employ
ees making it number 28 in the
county. Some of the money earned
from jobs at Cal Poly goes back
into the local economy through
expenditures.
Some businesses make their
living off of students. Woodstock’s
Pizza, on Osos Street, caters to
the student population, offering a
little-known student discount.
Between 35 percent and 40
percent of Woodstock’s customers
are students. General Manager
Jeff Lafranchi notes th a t the
pizza parlor’s business varies
with depending on the student
presence in San Luis Obispo.
“Business goes crazy in finals
and dead week,” Lafranchi said.
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Frem ont theatre and other businesses feel the im pact o f C al Poly summer break.

“It used to drop off big-time in
summer, but it isn’t so big now
because Cal Poly summer enroll
m ent has gone up in recent
years.”
Round Table Pizza on Olive
Street also depends on student
business.
M anager
Rebecca
Dukes said that 80 percent of

Round Table Pizza customers are
college students, mostly from Cal
Poly. She added that 98 percent of
her employees are students too.
Round Table offers a student
discount and does fund-raising
activities with some campus
groups to get its name out.
One pizza business not much

Mot•Fn
Located near Pull table service dining room with a wonderful view 11:00am •■8:00pm
of
the
campus
and
San
Luis
Obispo.
We
serve
the entrance
SunBnjtxii
of the University lunch, dinner and Sunday Brunch featuring soups, salads, 10 00am • 2.00pm
on Grand Ave sandwiches, desserts and a variety of contemporary and also opon in coniunchcn mih
nitfoi Ptriomng4« C#n»r»vanfs
ethnic dishes.

Located on the
first fk)or of the
University
Union

Thej

File Photo b y Joe Johnston

Located across
from Mott gym

affected by .students is Pizza Hut.
As a large franchise, it doesn’t do
any local marketing like student
discounts. As a result, only 5 to 8
percent of its business is student
generated.
Missy Denzer, the manager of
the Pizza Hut on F’oothill
Boulevard, said th at the two
Pizza Hut restau ran ts in San
Luis Obispo get .some student cus
tomers, but not many. As a result,
there is little impact on their busi
ness in tbe summer when most
students leave.
Movie complexes al.so capital
ize on the student population,
drawing students in with discount
offers.
Downtown
Theatre
Cinemas recently raised its stu
dent price 75 cents to $5.75, $1
less than general admission.
Frem ont Mission Cinemas
does not give a student discount
at the theater, but it has group
activity ticket th at students can
get at El Corral Bookstore for
$4.25. F’remont’s regular admis
sion price is $6.75.
On average, 40 percent of
Downtow n Theatre Cinemas’ cus
tomers are students. Students
account for half of Fremont’s total
viewers. How'ever, the theaters’
business does not suffer much in
the summer because that is when
the biggest movies that draw the
largest audiences come out. Many
of the theaters’ employees are stu
dents, though, and they must be
replaced during sum m er and
breaks.
Downtown Theatre Cinemas
manager Amber Shuck said that
the cinema has had so many prob
lems with student behavior that it
may alter its approach to them.
“We have been getting a lot of
verbal abuse from stu d en ts,”
See BREAK p a g e 7

Mastercard & Discover accepted

For the finest coffees, from whole beans, to fresh brewed, Mon • Fn
to cappuccino, and a wide assortment of baked goods 7:30am - 4 3Qpm
including croissants, muffins, cookies and pastries.
Julian's IS ready to serve you Hungry for ice Cream?
Julians serves delicious shakes, sundaes and cones

T h e Ave'-W e've got what you want! Hungry for chicken“’ M
ot■Frt
A custom-made sandwich^ A blended fruit drmk? How 7:00am ■3 30pm
about a burrito’ A bagel or some soup? The Avenue
features Chic-fii-A, with chicken entrees, Li'l Lucy Juice,
with juice drinks, Tapango's Super, with Mexican cuisme;
and City Deli, with custom-made sandwiches Why not
I030am0:30prr.
enjoy a frozen yogurt at S w eet Persuasions?
Mon-Fri

Chamber holds
high hope for
new SLO Card
By Jeffrey Jen
Special to Summer Mustang

Thi‘ ('harnber of Commerce is
attem pting to help businesses
draw more students as customers
On June 27, it will hold a forum
on how tf) market to students for
its member businesses. The
Chamber is also working with ASI
on getting a general discount card
for Cal Foly students.
Sam Aborne, a civil engineer
ing freshman, has worked with
the ('harnber on tbe card, which
will be on sale in September.
Called the SLO Student Card, it is
a partnership between the two
organizations.
“We want to have something
worthwhile to students,” Aborne
said. “We hope it improves the
relationship between students
and the community.”
The plan is for students to buy
a $10 card and key tag that will
automatically gain them certain
discounts to some busines.ses that
are members of the Chamber.
Busines.ses will pay $25 to be a
member of the discount card and
will have two-for-one sales and 10
percent to 30 percent discounts for
students all year round.
While it may seem th at busi
nesses would get the short end of
the stick, Aborne points out that
the discount card would generate,
more potential customers among
students who are more inclined to
pay for something because of the
cheaper cost.
“It is a win-win for everyone,”
Aborne declared.
Aborne said that ASI will be in
charge of selling tickets, while the
Chamber will try to attract busi
nesses to sign on for the deal. It is
hoped th at 3,000 SLO student
cards will bt* sold next year and at
least 50 businesses will join in.
Best .said the Chamber encour
ages local businesses to find other
ways to get students as cus
tomers. One such way is partici
pating in the Week of Welcome
downtown tour for incoming stu
dents every September.
One busine.ss that is taking the
advice is Coldstone ('reamery, an
ice cream parlor on Higuera
Street. After not hidng part of the
WOW tour last year, Coldstone is
making sure it is this year. The
benefit is getting their name out
to students, espt*cially new ones
See CH AM BER p a g e 7
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Located by the
Library, behind
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What do you call a small convenience store that has Moft•Fri
just about everything you could need during a day on 7:00am 5:00pm
campus'’ You call it the Campus Store, the little store that Sal
can fulfill your needs. Check out our BBQ 1 lam -lpm 10:00am • 5:00pm
Monday through Thursday.

Offers everything from candy bars or sandwiches to fresh
brewed coffee The Cellar has an attractive seating area
that offers you 24 hour a day hospitality. Vending
locations include all the Residence Halls, Engineering
building. Health Center and Business building.

Open 24 HOURS

Mon-Fh

Located down
the stairs from
the U.U. Plaza

3

Offers meal plan and cash customers all you can eat Breakfast: 7:30am-8:30am
meals daily, including fresh pastries, eggs to order at Lunch. 11:30am-1:30pm
breakfast, daily entrees, charbroiled hamburgers, home Dinner: 5:00pm-6:30pm
aakends
made soup, salad bar, fresh baked breads and desserts, W
Breakfast: 10:00am-Noon
soft serve, and a variety of beverages
Lunch: N o o n -1 :3 0 p m
Dinner: 5:00pm-6:30pm

.

explore
the ,

world’
fo r lg s s
Gouncil Travel
903 Embarcadereo Del Norte
IIsla Vista

I Tel : 805-562-8080
Open Sat. lla m -3 p m
I April - June
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Opinion page Rental agency torments students during finals
just a forum for
i
complainers
E ditor,
Bitch and moan. Bitch and moan.
Nearly every letter to the editor I've read
this month has been students bitching and
moaning about something or another.
Muhammad was here. He shared his
views with the select student body. (Sorry,
it wasn't the truth. The Pope isn't some
homosexual with little boys under his
skirt.) People wrote several letters to the
editor bitching about how it was bad how
he came. I got a message for all those who
wrote; Don't complain; listen the message
th at Muhammad gave, learn from it.
A surfer decided to comment on how he
and other surfers get upset when people
wear surf attire and they don't even surf.
Don't be so superficial; imitation is the
highest compliment.
These are ju st a couple examples of the
constant bitching and moaning. Try some
thing different for a change. Write in and
express how happy you are to be attending
such a great university. Write in and
explain why you think th at the people
here are some of the nicest in the country.
Smile! Have a good day. Enjoy life.
M att M ilhury,
C om puter en g in eerin g fre sh m a n

I HATE^

.s I write
this, it is finals
week and I have
been awakened in
the mornings by
maintenance
actions scheduled
by FarrellSmyth. ”

cPNe' veì^Y

Christianity shouldnt he considered the only truth

Editor,
A recent in class reading of Plato's
"Allegory of the Cave" led to a lively dis
cussion of the concept of the "truth." I
must admit I was somewhat shaken by
the responses offered in class. The most
common and most troublesome for me was
th at "Jesus Christ is the truth." Further
commentary made it clear that Jesus was
not only the truth. He is the only truth.
The implications of those supporting this
particular position were clear. Jesus is the
one true God (with the Father, Holy
Spirit, etc., etc.). The Bible is literally
true. If you don't accept Jesus as your per
sonal lord and savior get ready for a one
way ticket straight to hell.
I had to pinch myself a few times to
make sure 1 hadn't fallen into some crazy
nightmare where I was a seminarian at
Biola. This is Cal Poly, right? A state uni-

versity? Intellectual? Progressive? Okay,
so it's a stretch to call it progressive.
Please don't m isunderstand. I'm a
Christian (well a Catholic, which would
put me well outside of the Christian world
in the eyes of many fundamentalists). I
just don't understand the rigidity and
righteousness of most of those "born
again" folks. There we were discussing
one of the great works on truth and the
class was full of students sure they had
their own personal grasp of exactly what
"truth" is. I think Plato would agree that
you can't hope to get out of the cave
unless you realize you're in it in the first
place.
I honestly believe th at is why we are
here, to explore and search for some hint
of truth. I am not naive enough to believe
that I will leave Cal Poly with some new
found understanding of what the "truth"

Summer Musiangt

is, nor do I believe any of us will. I will
leave knowing that it is the search for
truth th at matters.
^ Life would be much simpler if all of the
answers were to be found in a book. Not
even Jesus believed that or He would
have been a writer. He wasn’t. He was a
man, who lived a life. Some believe that
His life was special, significant. I am one
of those. But my opinion cannot invalidate
the experience of millions of Jews,
Buddhists, Muslims, etc., nor can their
opinion invalidate mine. We all have a
great deal to learn from one another.
Perhaps the first thing we need to learn is
that, to some degree or another, we are all
stumbling around in the dark.
Lorie D u rn in
G raphic co m m u n ica tio n ju n io r

E ditor,
I am writing because I hope you will
publish my letter to help some fellow stu
dent renters in San Luis Obispo. I am a
Cal Poly student who rented an apartm ent
from Farrell-Smyth, Inc. I feel compelled to
write to warn other renters about this
agency which has treated me very poorly
over the course of this school year.
As I write this, it is finals week and I
have been awakened in the mornings by
maintenance actions scheduled by FarrellSmyth. On Monday there was a man walk
ing noisily across the roof pruning the
trees at 9:30 a.m. That might not sound
very early, but I was awakened after get
ting three hours of sleep because I was
studying most the night. On Tuesday the
maintenance crew was outside trimming,
weeding, etc. at 9 a.m. while the owner of
the units was talking loudly with the pre
vious day's pruner about doing further
pruning.
But the event on Wednesday really took
the cake. At 7:45,1 woke to the sound of
two men saw-cutting the asphalt in the
parking lot. I went outside to ask them
why they were doing this then and they
said they had met with Farrell-Smyth and
this was the only time they could do it in
preparation for re-paving the parking lot
the following week. But they also said that
the agency took into consideration that it
was finals, so they were only doing a small
amount of the cutting. Right, it was really
considerate th at they were thinking of
their tenants in that decision. However, I
couldn’t go back to sleep and had to take a
two-hour final on very little sleep.
While the events that week were the
worst, I have often felt th at Farrell-Smyth
has been rude during the course of the
whole year. It started the day when one of
my roommates and I went in to the office
to sign our apartm ent lease. We were
handed the agreement and told curtly to
read it and sign in the appropriate places,
which we did standing at the front counter.
While we were there, a young woman
and her mother came in to take care of the
same business. But they were invited to sit
at the table and an employee sat with
them and went through the agreement. We
wondered why we weren't as good as these
other people in their eyes. After all, we
were paying rent, too.
During the year, when I would bring the
rent checks in, I was never acknowledged
by an employee. It was like I was com
pletely invisible.
Once when I called to check why a prob
lem in the apartm ent was never serviced, I
was rudely told by an employee that some
one in my apartm ent had canceled the ser
vice request, which no one did.
During May, someone from the agency
called me to ask if they could give our
phone number to (specifically) two prospec
tive renters who wanted to look at the
place. I said that was fine, but the agency
proceeded to give the number out to any
one who asked, since we had numerous
calls after that.
Please publish this letter to help
prospective renters. In a town with many
students, it is often tough to find a good
place to rent. But students, as well as any
renter, shouldn’t have to deal with agen
cies like Farrell-Smyth. I know that I'm
not going to deal with them again.
M egan Long
J o u rn a lism J u n io r
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T h e flat line we call Poly
Last night, in a successful effort to stall
from studying for finals, I decided to surf
the tube. I ended up watching a show on
music of the ’60s. This show gave me a
very ambivalent feeling. I was happy to see
how a small group of people, led by musi
cians, went to go change the world. I was
sad because I tried to relate this brief
moment in time to my experiences at Cal
Poly. It made me realize how stagnant our
college community is.
What I realized was really missing from
our school is a combination of enthusiasm,
courage and individualism. I find it very
difficult to recall many people I've met this
year who display these characteristics.
Perhaps the best example for this is the
U.U. hour. There have been several good
bands playing during the one hour of mass
relaxation this year. Yet, how many times
do you remember seeing more than per
haps a handful of people dancing? Do you
people not like to dance or are you just
scared? Another frightful fact of life for me
is that students seem willing to let the city
and the school administration cram their
agenda down our throats. When President
Baker authorized alcohol for the new
Performing Arts Center how many people
protested this blatant hypocrisy? It seems
most Poly students are at ease ju st com
plaining and letting the big boys do what
ever they please.
I came to school this year with the goal
of being active in the school and the com
munity in order to make a change. I partic
ipated in several small events, the hemp
rally and the march for the Moros are
examples. Yet, walking through campus
everyday is a painful reminder that there
is little if any support for change at Cal

Poly.
On the way to each class I see
countless people wearing the exact
same clothing. I've actually started
counting how many Calvin Klein Tshirts I see each day. It's been a long
while since I've actually seen any
body wearing an article of clothing
with something to say. Instead all I
see is people advertising their style
and monetary well-being. This has
brought me to a theory that students
at Cal Poly try their hardest not to
stick out. Being a face in the crowd
is obviously easier than being an
individual.
Don’t get me wrong, there is orga
nization at this school.
Unfortunately it is focused almost
primarily around having a good time.
For instance, the biggest club on
campus is the Ski Club. People orga
nize every weekend at people's hous
es in order to get inebriated. While
other schools have giant protests
against inequality and environmen
tal wrongdoing. Cal Poly students
struggle to get their cups filled the fastest
at the keg line. Parties can be a fun time,
but how often have you actually participat
ed in a conversation worth remembering
the next day?
Perhaps the problem lies in the fact that
Cal Poly students fail to realize that there
are a whole lot of messed up things hap
pening outside of this little bubble called
SLO. Ten-year-olds are being charged with
crimes against humanity (mass murder) in
Rwanda (for those super self-absorbed peo
ple, it's a country in Africa), our govern
ment is being led by a spineless president.
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a.k.a. Bill "Coffee Klatch" Clinton and a
Congress answering to tobacco, the NRA
and any other high-pajing corporation
that wants a tax break.
Our planet is being destroyed more
every minute and Californians just passed
a bill disallowing minorities an equal
opportunity. Still the only critical thinking
we students do is deciding where to go get
drunk first.
The really scary aspect of our uninter
ested, uninformed community is that not
too far from now we will be the ones inher
iting this country. Once we hold the power,
only then will we fully comprehend the

■

a

extent of the trouble this world is in. Since
were going to be up shit creek then, we
need to start building a strong paddle now.
I write this commentary as a sort of
challenge to everyone now attending this
university. I challenge all of you do some
thing to alter our world- organize a protest
(or riot), piss off (or ontol an administrator,
wear the ugliest and loudest shirt you
never had the courage to wear or perform
some service in the community. Perhaps
then you'll have an answer when your
,
child asks you "What did you do to change
the world?"
J a n N ovak is a Soil Science sopho-

Chinese opinions M isconceptions about cre<dit/no credit revealed
had wrong info
Editor,
While I wasn't able to read Mr. Chang's
article about China’s re-acquisition of Hong
Kong, I can see the responses to it are very
weak at best.
While the Chinese government is oppres
sive, it's economy is no longer centralized.
While there are still many state-owned
indu.stries, most of the Chinese economy is
in private hands. While only a few people
out of 1.3 billion actually have any stake in
it, it is still considered privately owned.
When Mr. Fryer compares "made in
Peking" to "made in Taiwan," he is compar
ing a city to a country. He also fails to realize
that most of the goods claiming to be manu
factured in Hong Kong are really manufac
tured in China itself. What the companies do
is ship the goods to Hong Kong, make minor
changes like changing the "made in China"
label to "made in Hong Kong," and then ship
them to the United States. The label change
is done to circumvent our country's import
restrictions on Chinese goods. So Hong
Kong's manufacturing/economic muscle is
actually China's. By the way, it's spelled
Tienanmen Square, not Tiennemin.
While Mr. Lin is correct that Taiwan is an
independent country, his version of history is
wrong. Taiwan under Chiang Kai-Shek did
not lead a revolutionary movement against
mainland, communist China. As a matter of
fact, it was the communists who started a
revolution against Chiang's oppressive gov
ernment. At the end of the Chinese Civil
War in 1949, Chiang's Nationalist forces lost
to the Communists and were forced to flee to
Taiwan.
Mr. Ribble claims China will be subjugat
ing Hong Kong in a couple of weeks, when it
is actually just now getting back Hong Kong
after having it stolon by the British in the
1840's. That's not subjugation, only restora
tion of rightful prof)erty and national pride.
All these things make this opinion page and
the articles printed on it very weak.
Ryan K aw ashim a
B usiness freshm an

E d ito r,
To all the teachers and students th at
are all worked up over the "Grades vs.
CR/NC" scandal. Please note my follow
ing observations which obviously haven't
occurred to you. Also, in no way am I
saying th a t people with high GPA's are
dumb.
Observation 1: "IT IS HARDER TO
PASS A CLASS WHEN YOU TAKE IT
CR/NC THEN IF YOU TAKE IT FOR A
GRADE!!" You heard it here first.
Sometimes, when I w ant to challenge
myself, I take a class CR/NC. Otherwise
I get lazy and take a “D.”
Observation 2: "When a student takes
a class CR/NC, they barely have to try
and they pass the class," I've heard
teachers say. Yep. G reat argum ent, until
you realize w hat’s actually being said -"Classes are way too easy to pass here
at Cal Poly." Hey teachers! Here's a hot
tip for you! You w ant CR/NC people not
to slack? Simply make it harder to get a
“C.” People will then have to try harder.
Oh, wait! W hat about the people th at
have to struggle to get a “C?” Well,
there’s nothing wrong with a “D” (unless
they were foolish enough to take your

class CR/NC, heh, heh).
Observation 3; Student bodies pay
tuition. Teachers get paid salaries.
Hmmm... people who pay, and people
who get paid. In every situation I've
encountered, one of these groups is the
boss, and the other is... uh, not the boss.
If anything, the student body alone
should be allowed to vote on this issue.
Observation 4; Probably elim inating
the CR/NC option won't make people try
any harder. I know I wouldn't. Probably
the only people th a t will try harder are
the people who worry (almost obsessive
ly) about their high GPA. Please ask
yourself, "Do these people need any
more stress?"
Observation 5: This one is for the stu 
dents. Regardless of whether a CR/NC
option exists, you’re gonna graduate in
the same percentile of your class. It’s
like the test th a t is curved. It doesn’t
m atter how hard the test is. A conversa
tion I had once with a girl illustrates
this point:
Miss 3.7 " ”1 hope the test is easy."
Mr. 2.8 - "Why?"
Miss 3.7 "So I'll get a good grade."
Mr. 2.8 — "Let me ask you this... if we

L etters to th e E ditor
P olicy B ox
Summer Mustang welcomes
reader contributions. If
youVe read something that
struck a nerve, let us know.
Or, if you feel like striking a
nerve, give it a go. Simply
email your contribution to

jamiller^polymail.calpoly.edu,
or drop a typed copy of your
submission off at Graphic
Arts room 226. We reserve
the righrto edit out mis
takes, but we promise not to
change the meaning. Thanks.

have a hard test, where do you think
you'll rank when they're graded?"
Miss 3.7 " "Oh, I don't know, seventh
or eighth."
Mr 2.8 ” "You think th at's gonna
change if the test is easy?"
Moment of prolonged silence as Miss
3.7 struggles to grasp this newfound
reality.
Observation 6: It's not like grades at
this school (or probably most schools)
aren't the biggest joke since the whoopee
cushion. How do you compare someone
with a low GPA but works 30 hours a
week to someone with a 3.9 and tons of
free time? Grades inherently mean zero.
They are a function of intelligence, but
also of how much you work, how much
beer you drink, w hether you're a mother
or father, if you own a computer, howmany tim es you’ve puked the night
before a midterm, how many tim es you
go to the beach and about 1000 other
things. You know' what you know. You
get out of a class what you put into it,
and you can only cheat yourself. So
study, damn it.
T ra vis R o b erts
C ivil e n g in e e r in g sen io r
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Photo by M ic h a e l Troxell
Two en g in e erin g students expressed their excitem ent a n d individ uality w ith creative hats.

AWARDS frommt>e/
dents nominated for Outstandinti
(Graduate Award include academ
ic and creative achievement, pro
fessional potential, service to the
university community and any
other exceptional characteristics.
A committee of faculty mem
bers from each college selects
from the nominees entered by
each college’s graduate coordina
tors. Cox was selected for her
impressive record of research and
teaching
at
Cal
Poly’s
Environm ental
Biotechnology
Institute (EBI).
Cox has also published papers
m the Journal of Food Protection
and presented her work at a
national American Society for
Microbiology meeting where she
competed against pre- and post
doctoral candidates.
Cox got engaged at the end of
March to the owner of a local car
dealership. She said she plans to
continue working full-time in the
EBI lab for at least another year.
“Working in the lab has pre
pared me well to go into my field,”
she said. “It’s not just academic
experience. We work with indus
try people right now, so we’re
doing something useful."
( ’ox said her greatest academ
ic experience has been developing
friendships and said the key to
her success was finding some
thing she loves to do.
“If you love what you do. it
helps you through the hard
times.” she said. “It’s g(M)d to be
finished though. That’s the best
part."
W’inners of the awards receive
S.'iOO cash and a plaque. Cox was
cho.sen from four other nominees
for the O utstanding G raduate
.•\ward. The four nominees
received certificates of recogni

^

tion.
'Pwo students were nominated
for the O utstanding Thesis
Award. The committee said both
nominees were so good that it
could not decide between them, so
it gave the honor to both students.
Architecture graduate Thomas
Stewart and Katherine Moldauer
of the University Center for
Teacher F^ducation (IJCTEl each
received $‘250 — half the cash
award — and a plaque.
Stewart received his m aster’s
in August 1990 and graduated
with a 3.7 GPA. He turns 50 in
two months and attributes his
success in college to his passion
for his work.
“I had a strong desire to make
a contribution and had a great
support system,” he said. “When I
received the award I felt good for
myself, the graduate program, my
college and my family.”
The criteria for Outstanding
Thesis Award include creativity,
originality, depth, significance,
clarity and methodology.
Stewart’s focus was landscape
ecology. He was nominated for his
well-organized thesis, which the
committee said was clear and
original for Stewart’s discipline.
Stewart said he developed a
way to evaluate ecological integri
ty over time and that his evalua
tion was clearly written so envi
ronmental designers and plan
ners could use the system.
“I closely studied a complex
area of knowledge relating to
landscape on a regional scale,” he
explained. “Then I developed a
system for evaluating sustainable
development in rural areas.”
Stewart works in Mill Valley,
m arketing and designing land
scape irrigation components and
.systems. He’s also working on a
w atershed project in Marin
County where he’s mapping hik

ing trails within a watershed on
Mount Tamal Pais.
“Take full advantage of the
time and resources available to
you at Cal Poly,” Stewart advised.
“And pursue your work with a
passion.”
K atherine
Moldauer also
received the Outstanding Thesis
Award. She was honored for creat
ing a unique anatomy lab manual
for artists. The manual is now
being used by San FVancisco’s
Academy of Art College where
Moldauer works as an adminis
trator and professor.
“I was surprised when I heard
about winning the award. I didn’t
know it existed,” she said. “I was
completely astonished and hon
ored.”
Moldauer finished her gradu
ate work in March and graduated
with a 3.9 GPA. She said she faced
many personal hardships as well
as criticism about her thesis while
trying to make it through the
teaching program.
“I made it through because my
focus wasn’t on the thesis but on
my students, plus I was passion
ate about the topic,” she said.
M oldauer turned 50 on
Tuesday. She said she would like
to serve as a role model for more
m ature women and encourage
them to not give up. Moldauer’s
been an artist since age two.
“I always knew what I was; I
was born with it,” she .said. “The
UCTE helped fine tune my teach
ing skills and allowed me to go
into the field I’m in.”
Moldauer and Stewart were
both unable to attend graduation
on Saturday and received their
awards at a banquet on Thursday
night instead. Cox was honored at
commencement as part of the
third annual pre.seniation of the
awards.

with more o f what you want
Double the .spic’y beef
Double the chunky chicken
or Double the rice & beans

spray o f silly string, surprising their fello w students.
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school desegregation orders.
P anetta is a graduate of
University of Santa Clara Law
School where he earned a doctor
ate in law. He also served as a
lieutenant in the Army before
startin g his career in politics.
P anetta now lives in Carmel
Valley near Monterey, where he
was born.
Panetta was invited to speak
by
the
Commencement
Committee and received a formal
invitation by Baker.
Panetta had the crowed laugh
ing during parts of his speech and
several audience members com
mented on what a nice job he did
in addressing the students.
But other graduates said that
while they had fun at the ceremo

ny and the speakers were good, it
was nothing special.
“I had pulled an all-niter on
Friday trying to finish my final
project,” said Andrew Mui, an
electrical engineering graduate.
“So, I was kind of falling asleep
during the ceremony. I thought it
was a little long.”
O ther graduates said they
couldn’t hear the speakers
because their classmates were too
rowdy. And one graduate said the
seniors were ju st there to have a
good time and not listen to what
the speakers were .saying.
“I wasn’t real charged about
the speakers,” said Jennifer
Bortolussi, an environm ental
engineering graduate. “I had
never been to a Cal Poly gradua
tion before, but I thought it was
fun.”
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Wednesday June 25th @ 6 pm

p l u s sour cream, tomato, onion, jalapeno peppers,^ S U P E R
cheese, olives, chili sauce, lettuce, salsa
all stuffed into a large flour tortilla
inside JkVENUE
Open 7 am - 3:30 pm
Mon - hri

Som e grad u ates in the m orning com m encem ent let loose, filling the a ir w ith a

2.49

$

P 'tÙ H O - ß i 4A A ita

Photo courtesy o f C osim a C elm ayster

AT THE STATION!

across the street from Mott Gym

K C P R 9 1 .3

.Y

THURSDAY, JUNE 19, 1997

MUSTANG DAILY

BREAK

from ¡Mge 3

Shuck said. “We are trying to pro
vide students with a special bene
fit or privilege. It’s frustrating
because they expect it and don’t
see it as a privilege but as a right.
We’ve had a lot of problems over
this.
“There is a possibility we won’t
have (the discount) if we continue
to have the problems that we do,”
she added.
Fremont assistant m anager
Chris Stanley said that students
get out of hand sometimes but he
accepts th at as typical student
behavior.
Stanley adds that all the the
aters are in competition to get
movies and only one theater can
show a movie in the local area.
For some people, it doesn’t m atter
which theater the movie is at, but
what movie is playing.
Student discounts are not the
only thing that businesses use to
attrac t Cal Poly students.
M other’s Tavern on Higuera
Street, offers music to coax stu
dent business.
M other’s m anager Randy
Pound said that 60 percent of the
tavern’s customers are students
during the regular school year.
For summer, the percentage drops
under 40.
Pound said th at Wednesday

night is disco night and the ‘70s
music draws the most students.
“We trea t everybody the
same,” Pound said. “No discounts.
But we do provide good, live music
and good food. Primarily, it’s the
music that draws students.”
Live music was a thing that
Tortilla Flats cantina on Nipomo
Street used to do often, according
to m anager Abe Sabbagh.
However, in recent years, it has
cut down on live entertainment.
Tortilla Flats tries to advertise
and help student clubs and Greek
organizations with fund-raising
activities to keep students
involved with it. Sabbagh feels
that students still are a major
part of Tortilla’s business.
“They do have a big impact,”
Sabbagh said. “Once summer is
here, the students are gone and
business is minimal.”
Sometimes location is the
biggest key into whether students
come or not. Lucky’s supermarket
has two stores in San Luis Obispo.
It is the one on Foothill Boulevard
that gets most of the student busi
ness because, as manager John
Weber said, “it is located right
down the road from Cal Poly. The
other Lucky’s out in Madonna
Plaza has nowhere near the stu
dent business we do.”
“It affects the business when
students leave for the summer,”
Weber added.

CHICANO

from page I

y Espiritu also entertained the
crowd of mostly parents, some
who weren’t English speakers.
The Chicano Commencement cer
emony was performed in both
Spanish and English to cater to
all the participants. It began with
dinner at 3 p.m. and ended with a
dance at midnight.
This
y ear’s
Chicano
Commencement
motto
was
“Acknowledging the past, strug
gling in the present, improving
the future.” Keynote speaker
Hilda Zacarías’ speech matched
the group’s motto.
“Life is a struggle but anything
is possible,” she told graduates.
Zacarías is a liaison for
Congressman Walter Capps (D22nd Congressional District) and
Cal Poly alumna.
“We have to stop sexism and
racism. But it has to start with
us,” she said. Zacarías also spoke
in Spanish, saying “Nosotros
podemos hacer cambios (we can
make a difference).”
Graduates were individually
recognized following the keynote
address. Each graduate walked
up to the auditorium stage, fol
lowed by his or her parents. The
graduates thanked teachers and
parents, siblings and friends.
Many, like social science grad

uate Hugo Ayon, fought back
tears. Others, like biological sci
ences graduate Araceli Contreras
let the tears roll uncontrollably.
Between sobs and sighs Contreras
thanked her parents and family
members for supporting her at
every step of her career at Cal
Poly.
The Chicano Commencement
Committee was established in
1978 by members of Movimiento
Estudiantil Xicano de Aztlan. It
was established to raise funds and
coordinate efforts for a bilingual
graduation ceremony.
The Chicano Commencement
Committee is made up of Cal Poly
graduating seniors from a wide
variety of majors, clubs and orga
nizations like Student Academic
Services, Minority Engineering
Program, Latinos In Agriculture
and Society of Hispanic Advocates
for Health.
Throughout the year, members
of Chicano
Commencement
Committee raised funds for the
commencement
expenses.
Fundraising activities included Tshirt sales, U.U. hour food sales,
raffles, dances and enchilada
sales.
The commencement ceremony
was followed by a dance with hiphop, techno and traditional
Mexican music like banda,
cumbias and quebradita.
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who will be starting their college
careers and will be at Cal Poly for
the next several years.
Mar}' Ann Lodato, owner of
Coldstone Creamiery, said this
past year was its first year of busi
ness and students made up 30
percent of customers. Lodato
hopes to increase that in the com
ing year and is attem pting to
reach out to the student popula
tion.
“We want to introduce fresh
men to our business,” Lodato said.
When asked why she is target
ing students, Lodato gave an
answer that holds true for many
businesses around in San Luis
Obispo.
“Our business is one th at
needs college kids. This town is
filled with them.”
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Giants sweep Mariners,

Seattle stadium referendum close to victory
By Hunter George

Javier homers again
By Rob Gostler
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Mark
Gardner allowed three hits in 7/23 innings, and Stan Javier hit his
third interleague homer as the
San Francisco G iants defeated
the
Seattle
M ariners
4-2
Wednesday to complete a twogame sweep.
S co rebo ard

M ariners
Giants

2
4

Gardner (8-2), who retired the
first 13 batters before allowing
Jay Buhner’s 17th homer in the
fifth, struck out four and walked
two. The second hit he allowed
was Russ Davis’ lOth homer lead
ing ofT the eighth.
Rod Beck struck out the side in
the ninth for his NL-leading 23rd
save.
Javier hit a solo homer in the
sixth as the Giants won their
fourth straight. He added a sacri
fice fly in the eighth.
Javier has three homers this

Associated Press

season, all since interleague play
began last Thursday. Javier, who
spent eight seasons in the AL, hit
a two-run pinch-hit homer in the
Giants’ 4-3 win over Seattle on
Tuesday night.
Darryl Hamilton and Bill
Mueller added RBI doubles for
the Giants, who are 5-1 in inter
league play. The Mariners fell to
4-2 in interleague games.
Gardner, who went 2-for-2
with a pair of singles and a sacri
fice bunt, was helped by a couple
of excellent defensive plays in the
outfield.
Javier leaped for a blast by
John Marzano at the right-field
wall in the fifth, deflecting the
ball with his glove to his bare
right hand. In the sixth, Barry
Bonds made a diving catch on a
liner by Joey Cora to shallow left.
Bonds and Ken Griffey Jr., two
of the most feared hitters in base
ball, again struggled at the plate.
Bonds went l-for-4 with a sin
gle and three fly outs, and fin
ished the series 2-for-8. Griffey
went l-for-4 with a double, two
strikeouts and a weak grounder to
first, also finishing the series 2for-8.

SEATTLE — Even though all
the ballots haven’t been counted,
billionaire Paul Allen and local
officials all but declared victory
Wednesday in a stadium referen
dum and agreed to move forward
with Allen’s purchase of the
Seattle Seahawks.
King County Executive Ron
Sims and Allen’s representatives
announced they had agreed on the
wording of a letter of intent that
assumes passage of Referendum
48, a $425 million stadium 
financing plan.
The measure was ahead by
17,850 votes on Wednesday —
699,239 votes (51 percent) to
681,389 votes (49 percent. A sur
vey of county auditors indicated
at least 100,000 ballots remained
to be counted.
Without public approval of a
new stadium, Allen has said he
would walk away from the deal,
“Even though the issue is not yet
decided, it’s our belief th at it’s
time to move forward because we
believe the voters have spoken
and Referendum 48 will pass,”
Sims said at a news conference.
The King County Council’s
approval of the agreement is nec
essary before Sims can sign it.
The council held a hearing on the
plan Wednesday, angering stadi
um opponents who have criticized

—King County
E xecutive Ron Sims
Allen for spending a record $5
million on the campaign and for
agreeing to reimburse the state
for the $4.2 million cost of the
special election.
“It would really be nice if they
respected the vote,” said Seattle
stockbroker Chris Van Dyk, a
leader of Citizens for More
Im portant Things, one of two
organized stadium opposition
groups.
“They’ve bought the election.
They’ve spent tons of money,
demanded all sorts of things, and
they’re not even waiting until the
ballots are fully counted before
holding a hearing and going for
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ward on this.”
Allen’s people acknowledged
th a t the final outcome of
Referendum 48 won’t be known
until next week because most
counties voted by mail only, which
means ballots could continue
arriving for several days. But they
said the agreement was necessary
in order to meet Allen’s July 1
deadline for buying the team.
Under the agreement, which
the King County Council could
consider as early as Monday, the
council would approve the various
taxes called for in Allen’s stadium
plan, and Allen would exercise his
option to buy the Seahawks from
Behring.
Allen has said he would buy
the NFL team if taxpayers agreed
to his plan to demolish the aging
Kingdome and build a more prof
itable stadium, exhibition center
and parking garage in its place.
The public’s share of the cost
would be $300 million.
The measure trailed in 32 of
Washington’s 39 counties, includ
ing all but one county east of the
Cascades. It also was losing badly
in Clark County, across the
Columbia River from the home
city of Allen’s Portland Trail
Blazers.
But it was winning approval in
most of the populous Puget Sound
region — which includes Seattle '
— where it was up by more than
55,000 votes.
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